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ROW FLETCHER SAVED THE "FISH EAGLE" 
A. STORY OF TEE BEHRING SEA. 

By HAROLD BrNDLO:>S. 

no sight of sun or sta.r, has mixed up allniy .. 'gunboat commanders found out tha.t the 
reokoning," he said, wiping the rain from· his sealers .were bard men .to ooerce. 

. eyes, "Still, ,ve shouldn't be fa.r. from the , Presently the mate, holding on by a 
~olllandol'skie8, and th&y'i:e ' ugly lumps to'. litril.ining ba.ckst~y, . listened il'ltently. "We 

NE' dismal night ' in May, the sBalingO schooller Ji"ish Eagle ' rolled southwards 
under dose-reefed llHl.insail through the 
thickly falling drizzle thn.t veiled the Behring 
Sea, The wind had fallen lighter with the 
darkness, though the swell ran . high and 
steep, and amid a wild cll\.tter of blocks and 
groaning of the booms, the little schoonel' 
awungnp and down the saas, One moment 
she dipped her bowsprit into' the loog back 
of 0. swell which la.pped brimming aDd black 
to th~ oathead, .. and the next, with a wild 
plunge, hove ],ler forefoot out of the ocean, 
while the backWll.sh streamecl··· down her 
bows llke surf on a half·tide rock. Ber deck 
was sloppy and' greasy, and cumbered with 
nested boats, and she polluted the a.ir half 11. 

mile' to lee with the ·smell of the rv.Dcid 
blubber whioh lies next the fur-Belli's 
sKin. . 

A few fur·clad se3.meu lounged over the 
qUllorter ro.il, Ilonel on.. tl1ll figtlre, dressed in [t 

ooa! of pure white ha.ir, which would have 
cost him its weight in ail ver but that h~ slew 
itS' original owner upon the ice, gi:ippedthe 
jerking tiller' with aline 'about bis ·· wrist, 
Forward, behi'ild the dories, a ' gronp of 
Biwash'Indians squatted on the deck; (Upping 
strips of hll.li'rotten ha.li.but iIito a. jar. of 
strong sen.l oil, and suoldng their tarry ungers 
eadl time a piece went down . ..The muddy 
green waters of the Behring sea. are alter­
nat~ly .swept bi . te,mpest ·o.r veiled in. mist 
and. rD.1l1, so MarvlIl . Fletcher, the' skipper, 
int~D(led to rim no.risksof oarrying toomuah 
canva.s at night whilD, he was bound south 
with three tl:lOusand skins on board. . 

.. A Weeli. of this saud· and darkness, with 

strike. Then we'll ho.ve to get water SOIDe­
where, There won't be n drop left soon." 

"Thnt's what oomes of hanging on too 
]ong," the gannt mllte answored drily, "!I 
you rnn over to KamchatkrL, the Rw;sianB Will 
have yon, Bill'e, and the Yankees Ilre watching 
the Pribiloffs liko Il hungry cat · after Il 
l!lOUSEi"; and Fletcher made no a.nswer, for 
he knew the' words were true. 

For SOIDe years .the free·lance sealer had 
been an OQtu\V of the soas. with eVf>ry IDa.n's 
hand agninst him,' Il.ud his hand against 
every rna.n. He might only kill the flu-,eals 
withihe rifle in open water, anel if ever he . 
ventill'ed within ten miles of the Pdbiloffs 
or Romandorski I~les, his schooner WM 
liable ' to seizure. But in a region of mist 
and tempest it IS bard to compute distllonce 
exactly, and mistll.kes wore mu.de on both 

'. sides at times, The sealing owners clain1ed 
compensation from the Government for 
vessels :fired at on the high seo.s, or towed 
away to Siberia, while the Russians from 
IComanelorski, and the Ameriao.n lessees of 
the PdbiJofis, complained that bands of 

. armed men landed from the dories and slew 
the ' .seals by hundreds' in ·.thEi rookeries 
ashore. Thus the entel.'IJrisingsealer cost 
the Governments of three nations !1 hes'l'Y 
sum in maintaining 0. il.eet of gun boats to 
\vatoh rus devious wa.ys, The British and 
Amerioan cruisers he Bluded where he oould, 
o't<r= the risk of confiscation o.s theohances 

. of the game. But between the sealermen 
ani! the offioers of the Ozo.r there was always 

. wo.i: to the ,knife, aud stories. were told a.t 
Sitka of grim fights by the lonely ben.ches, or 

. boa.ts smashed on the open sell.S, for the 

must be rl1tll1in(.: ,1C"\'11 0\1 LII" I\tll""IIf.l<lr;;\,il ~ 
-you unn helLl' tho seIL., · atc:l lj(~~\ JllIW," lw 

/mit!; !I.ll<1 0.11 Illuiml IHl.ik,[ II'Ulll tliu DUW" 

"J{ookery nolm) tllll"L<l." 
'.i'hey were right., frot' I'Y·"l11l.I,)~ tlic,l'i' 

C1l.1110 1.\1' frlllll kl'.\\'llnll.l ""lIf,,,w,l, l,vw!l,lc'l'lllg 
sowlll nut unlike l)l'l)C(;stiiulI" "f 1."',"lIul1l'1-" 
hlowir:g 011 ,tmlll ILt tIlICt'. Theil, IlH [h" 
"dIOOllel' ro!\p,llIl\ i1.!." 1.\", lIigll L, IlIlllI)' 111)t.,,, 
beClllUO UJllll~I'CJll. Il,Ii~~"I'''lLlIt ","i,tiill!,; IlIl1l 

piping, llIillglc;,1 wiLh r, ,clu'jl bll~" 101":, Ilntl 
tho KkiplWl' glaJIl'(:ll 1l.1IxlOuilly dlOll'll WlUlll1'1 
110)' Rititl, "'l'lJu J\ollmll(I(ll'Mki(,~ , Sill'<' o:1I<Ollj!1,," 

Now, tho wiulot' \tllllntH of ,"" fI1N,<,,,1 II I',' 
not known to UIIY llUJ.ll, thllllj,:ll" (,'w I)II[,,{ 
tlio elllllltlc~~ lllillitlllH IU'(I llwt wilh lIll I],l, 
Wily from th~ tal' AntlHdi<: i"" til till; blullthi 
of' .Tarmll. }!uch year, h')Wl:"t;r, tl", "lldk:;9 
hCl'll~ return when Hl'l'illg CtilIIo:S rlll1wl, ttl 
two Bl'OUPS of little i"hulll, ill th,' uliHty 
lldl),illg ::IelL. Then tlw uil{ nud·llIIll, ],nlll 
out through tho frillgu U( "111'( ",liieh 
ctcrDlllly rinBs about uuch HI! ill;;lu "]IiI or 
saudy bon.ch of tho littl(l l\ulIlIllld"l', ki")1 <II' 
~el\.-beu.ten l'riujJ"i1~, !LIllI, [(,I' lourtl'l'll ,]IIYil or 
therealoouts, tigliL dl:Hl'cl'rltcly. 111111 IIHl'1I til 
the ilCllth, for II [tlW A'pHa,' )'Imb ill thu 
rookery, Whl'll the licl'Ci' BIr<lgl~I,' ;,' ' ,'VCI', 
Itnt!, h'giol1 l~rtcr I~gitlll, t il(l (:IIW l"'ld~ "111I1U 
up out oi the BUU, lor ail( 111111: WI",J;;~ th" 
scu.-ca\chio appr;ro.nlly lleithor (·,It, lilli' ~1~(:pH, 
but kocpR grim ",utch over IliK ""l'u~li", 
l'oaring iDCCASRIlL (]ulianc<I (" I'll)' tlwl 
approllch. 'l'ile ROll11l1 of tlci" "lIlltl'l)lilll! 
rings out through iOI{ and dllrklll'HR; fnl' iC ill 
tho fihort Hummer there iH lltl I',,"l lIi~hl ill 
the Bohring Sml, tlO thick iH tbn Idr wilh 
moisture that there i~ oltlon liD 1',:111 clll", UIIII 
tllO whalors groping llurLhwnrJH li',lc~ll "'I' 
H 11.8 they would lor (J. lightship !;1I11. 

M<l!I.utiruo, the ll()l\u.chuckit', or yllllllH 

Uo.tcholor seals, haul out in lum, out till')' 
must herd o.pa.l't, a.nu are Blulli ill hmllln,dH 
by the lesseos of the iRlfl~, Rnu, it is lilU\'(J tl'"1l 
suspected, by the frco·Jo.llco ac~l"r luo, 
When about two months Rrti o... ur, the fuI' Hc~IH 
tOok" themselves away, and t(\U~1! )1() hlllU, Ell 
far as human knowlc,11l8 gOCH, llllti!, IIfltr 
scouring tha breadth of thEl l'ncil111, tl",), 
return the following year to the ,\,(:rv Silmo 
beach o.gain. • 

.~ Copper Isla.flu," said thtlskipp,;r. "1 kno", 
the roar of the uig rookery wijll. Thr;n~'~ 
lots of good ica wn.ter in the lagoon lJehillll 
Dal'rIDufi head, and AvatcLh r~cf brer,kM (IIlI 
l'un of the sell. We lllu£t risk it, nuu ~lil' ill 
there." 

" It's certain confiscation, wHh tho~c: freoh· 
caught skins aboard," an8werlld thu IlIU(I'. 

"There's genern.lly o.gunbollt hlln~il.lgwllllli. 
and you would never convincch,;l' clJllllllarHltl' 
tha.t ~'ou didn't kill the llealR awwH'; Kti1l, I 
SlIPpOSO we'll have to cho.ncc it. (jet Il!l\ purt 
anchor over, and bu bandy with tIll! leull." 
. With thathaU-instinctivo kllowh,Hlfttl wJIi~h 
IS better than (J.nydlart, I,'letchr;r ll1'ol'e,l hi~ 
vessel ehorewa.rds by the lead and the di II (,f 

. the rookery until he could hellr the gruulI<l, 
swell grindlng th~ iron teeth or the r(:~rH, 
n.nd a dim blaok head loomed Dul Illure t;olid 
tha.n the mist. 

H There, you see the loog kelp Rtrr&nl~rH, 
forty feet of water beyond," he lJD.ic1, jalllmirlf,: 
the helm a·loe. .' Stand by to Jet ~ll your 
llludbook," and the sohooner I!wept in !llDl1~ 
shoot to windward ere the lWohor thuncler(!tl 
doWn. Then the order was "Furl tbu head· 
sails loosely; let the fore.:Wd II/tel's 8tunu • 
Get over the two beat doriaa; tho mate will 
go asJ;lore. Come bllQk as quickly u.s may bu, 
Ilnd hsten for anyeoUlid. It means jail in 
Vlad.ivo!;~ock if the Russians catch us hore." 
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Tho mllte wont ;).9ho1'0 b the dOl'Y, anLl 
mo.no.gecl to make 1\ hlollding in tile slwlter or 
tho hell,(l. Then they fillcrl the six-hooped 
hrcakor:< with melted icc anti snow, no<l while 
tbey 1'I)1Iou them towurds the bondI-line, the 
ml\tc sut down to wait. At times the s1:y 
bee'~llle flushed with a curiuus grey light, not 
unliko tll1Wll ut home, but thi. W"S Illwl\y9 
followetl by I\il iocrel1se of tho downpour 
nn(1 IL thickening of the hn,z0, II'hilo the 

' (lnrl;nos:< W'LS filled with the tumult of the 
crowded roolccry . At first the uprolLr wo.s 
\~ellfelling, hut when his em's got uscd to the 
ohn03 of sound, he could he,1,1' the l'O,LI' of the 
ilruund~well Imd the bo.ckw!l.sh hurrying 
/lawn. 'fhen there wus 0. cllLttcr of feet on 
tho shillglo hehintl him, as the crew brought 
the Inst of the brcILker~ ill, and one gal1nt 
hunter, who wOl'kec.l all Sbo.nHi, said Rugges­
tively, "There's thouso.nds of hollllschuckiu 
-we cOllltl skin n. few score in 0.11 hour." 

II No," WfLB the Ul{1.tc'':l gruff n.ll~wcr. 
"\Vc'vo run tbis cruise all the squure, und 
sho's nGlll'ly full to tbo hntehes with honestly 
tnleen skins. L:Lunch the lil'Rt clary hnncly, 
fLncl I 'll go 01I ILhcud. The skipper will bo 
gcttillJ; n.l1xJon9 if we stny fi,\\'n,y too lanA," 

'I'he men waded o.lmo~t to their shoulders 
in the bnckwo.~h erc tho lon.clc<l cmit WIlS run 
throuf(h the surf when n roller lVent frothing 
out. ' 'l'hp.n, while two of hor crow t\ung ou~ 
the brine, the rest pulled cn.sy, and o.ll beut 
their ImckB to the 00.1'9 Ilgo.in when thoy leU 
the shelter of the helld. 'l'he brceze was 
freshening f ....qt from seo.wo.rrl, and it wo.s ull 
that they could do to drive hal' ou~ tl1rough 
the IOIlg nnd Bteep-hacked roll. 

" No help for it, empty two breo.kers. It's 
either the wuter or us," sn.ic1 the mo.te, IlS a 
creamy KlUother IfLppcd in ncross the side. 
'I'hen he I-;Inneed o.lo!t o.t the wreuth9 of whirl­
ing sCllll, IIIl'Lill nt tho hea\'ing wnste a~tern, 
o.(1<ling Imxiously, "Moro wind o.ll tho time, 
nnu I c,w't see the other uory. Co.n anyono 
henr ollrs " " 

" It took the two crews ILiI they knew to 
In.ulleh this \)'Lsl<et throngh. I ShOllld so.y 
they're wuitin' for 0. slllooth, 01' n. pickiIl' 
thcir~clves out of the Rurf," allswered tho 
grizzled huater, who pulleti tho neare~t 0111'. 
Then the mo.n broke out sharply, "Thcre's 
somethin' elsa tho.n 00.1'';; it's liko thc 
thumpin' of engines. A Uu:;.~i:J.n gunbollt, 
6Ul't!." 

"'Va8t pulling," 8ai,1 the !Do.te, "but keep 
her helld to 8eo., or shc'll roll us OU& to the 
threshers, wllter.casks and al!." 

So tila Ulen kept very silent, o.ncl tho 
mnte staret!. with o.ll his eyes, until he made 
out 0. glimmer of luminous vapour swinging 
through the haze. Something indistine&n.nd 
~hudowy came up Ollt of tho night, o.nd hiH 
tmined eyes caught tlIC whitene~8 wh~ro the 
S"~ po.rted bofore streaming bOW8. '1'hon, 
with no gleo.m 01 light ILbout hel' but tho 
shimmer over her fUllnel-ring, a RURSillu 
gl1llbOllt slid through the rain towo.rcls them, 
He could see the welter of water o.long tho 
~trniRht wall-side, Ilnd the rollors hissing n.r.d 
tum bling in the wnke at tha throbbing Hcrew. 

So the mnte held his breILth ILnd' wlLited, 
until Il yoice cried o.loud in UUHsio.n, when 
he started ho.lf-upright ill the stern sheets, 
Lut 1\ seaman pulled him down. .. They'ra 
heu\'in' th" leo.d, o.n' feelin' their way under 
'\' ,~tehku. roef," tho ma.n so.id softly. .. Let 
them ':;0, then we'll pull like mad, 01' the 
skipper will be slippin' his anchor-he knows 
what 'Vlostock means." 

"'fha skipper won't go without you," said 
tho Ulate in a hOl1rse whisper. "Thank 
lloorlncs3, sho's gone aheo.d, pun now, ho.rd 
and stewy, or we'll be blown s.shore a.ge.in." 
. Alter much weary labour they reached the 
schooner's side, anu Fletoher's face waS 
o.nxious 8.8 he listened to their tale. "We 
might sJ.ip the anchor and run for it now, 
but I oan't leave the men," he said. "Knoak 
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out tho shackle'llin handy, Itl1il SM your 
1 .. ,Uio.rd9 eleo.r, I wonder if the Russio.n is 
looking for o.n £Lnchorage inside of Avo.tehlcil. 
reef-tho sea is gettillg l1ell,v)'--where eun 
that ,lory ho ./ .. 

So they waited, intent and UOell.~Y, wllila 
thc Fish EII,/le plunged her bOWR marc 
sho.rl'ly into tllo Lreast of every sen, nntil IL 

fldnttlnsh, like tho glimmcr of n.lnnteru, clime 
three times out of the dm'kness, n. flignn.1 
thel'o wns ucet!. of aiel. "'fhey haven't seen 
tho gUJlbolLt; but they Co.u't pull her ott 
(l.gLlin~t tho wiuu nnrl sen·-ah, they'ro ILt it 
nglLin I .. slLitl the llmte. "\Vo dn.ren't show 
(I. light in nn~wer. I hope the RllRHilLn 
won't ~ee it us he gropes uloug tho Iltud." 

"'Ve'l! slip, uncl run inshoro for them," 
o,nslVerecl Mn.rvinl~loteher. "'fho.t water will 
oomo hi:.thcr tho.n the best Froneh willo, lJut 
if the cruis"r is neo.r £Lt Ilt1O<l, they would heltl' 
th~ "-'Lble, surc." 

'1'he mllte swung 0. heavy ho.mme1', soma 
oua knocked up the pawlH; thero WIlS 0. stri· 
dent roar of en.ble, o.nd tho h~ncls"i1H flutterell 
n.loft. The Hlcipper jo,mme<1 his helm tl­
wen.ther as the jibs were sheeted home, o.nc1, 
gathcrinl1 WILY, the Pish Rnal" el 1'0 \'0 

slashin~ ov~r the long rol\ of IL spiteful SOli, 
Rtrllight in towards the hLnd, until o.mlln!'ILn 11ft 
from her fore·deck. "Tho steo.mer's comin' 
clown," haRaid, 

8tll1'ing hl'rd to windI.nrel, Fletcher rolldo 
Oll t somcthing thnt wo.s only bhLelc and 
aho.peleas, dri ving in from 1lOIl, o.ncl his voieo 
ro.ug hurd o.s he Rllid, "In spita of 1111 tha 
RllSsio.ns, I'm going to ho.vo thllt boat, Lo.y 
out on the buom o.nd looso both rows of reofs. 
'When you've done, the mato will alo.ok the 
earing, nnd we'll set the whole so.il 0.9 we 
rounu her up La get the boo.t Ilboard," So 
with her 100.0 oallVn.s thundering, the Fillh 
Eagle ripped through tho sea, until, 
jnmming down lIiH tiller, the skipper Bwept 
her round the boo.t in 0. long shoot head to 
wind. "You'll jump for your livcs when 
you roo.ch UH, Iln(l hook tho tl\Olclcs on," he 
shouted. "There's 0. Russio.n cruiser Gaming. 
It's open sea or 'Vlo~toek j n.il." 

Then, !LS the schooner lay plunging and 
diving with thc sea. on her wo"tber boll', they 
Bet up tho lofty mo.insai1, and strong ho.nds 
gripping the tfLekles, whipped the boat across 
tho mil. .. Lee sheets," ~houted her 
skipper, and us tho Pisl, Eagle gathered 
WILy the men Btared out with o.nxiOlls eye8 at 
the long blo.ok strellk to windwllrcl, coming 
tlown on them ha.nd over ha.nd. But the 
tree-Ia.nce selller'H vessel iti built cleo.n Dnd 
lean for speed, ant!. with the whole mnioso.il 
on her, the Pish Eagle buried her lee bl1lwa.rks 
in the welter thrown off the rou.ring bows. 
"She'll hll\'e to stand 
it silidsomehow," ~ 
Fleteher,o.s the long, 
tine cntro.nce pitchod 
illto the brellst of 0. 

R~IL, while tons of icy 
water burst ncross 
the mil. Hcr wako 
\VILS lil,e a. stc"lller's 
and 0. huge, dark 
hollow yawned be­
neo.th her wco.lller 
sitle, o.s the breadths 
of stro.ining cllnvns 
ripped her through 
the sea.. llut the 
gunbont WIlR sleam· 
ing fllster, o.nd glo.ne­
inl( up to weather, 
the skipper saw a red 
tongue of llama lel1p 
out trom her reeling · 
funnel. 

" iVe too.k every 
skin that's in ber 
honestly and fair, 
a.nd I'll ram ber "'. 

"Two'. compcn~.-th-ree·. none." 

~3 

o.shoro ou the worst of the l'ecis before they 
Ret foot o.bolLrCl," Baid Fltituhol' grimly. "'l'be 
UU6siun (haws six feet moro WLl.tcl', IlnyWtLy, 
than wo'ro clniwing now, and if wo Clm cross 
the slll'f on Avlttchko. reef, wo'l\ lose her in 
the durlc. 'rhoy could nuvor hurt UR with 
their guns ill IL jUlUjl of lL seu like this. 
Stlmcl by to he~ve your lCILd." 

800n the 1'00.1' of breaking wnter cll'owned 
the noiso of the 1'001(ory, o.llll eloBc ILt hnnd 
to leml'lLrd 0. lino ot Rpoutillg whitonoss 
showed where the long rollers burst over 
AVlltchklL l·cef. "l"our tu.thoms," yelled the 
~oo.nllm wlto Btoocl ill tho forema~G shrouds, 
I\illl (he skipper ~et his teeth [1.S he erlgeu the 
helm Ll. little. 

" '1'hreo [u.them, n.nd brollldn' o.hen(l, Rir," 
W,LS tho nuxt hl1l'l'ied huil, nnrl quivcring 
tlirough every pllUlk aUtI string('l', the P·ish 
Banlc drove thl'Ol1Hh I' HerL, Sho ho.d 110 
timo (0 lilt her bows with that pressure of 
ellQ\'nH on her, o.lld Il iOlLming U1l1_~S Rtruck 
hur tl'cmbling hCt"l, uml, rolling o.eru~s tho 
sloppy deck, pomcd over tho mil to Ice. 

"l"ifto~ll teet," hniletl tlle drippinB object 
ho\'o high in tho weathcl'·shrouus, n~ tho 
schooner listed more sharply with a roarin£! 
I110nR her run. l" letchel'~et his 11Ilek ngtLillHt 
the tiller, Bilying, .. It's throl1gh it or lune her 
now I" whila e\'ory lllo.n Illiu f{l.Ht Iwltl of 
tho.t which IYllS neueHt, as hor fUl'wo.rd hilif 
slmk out of aigh t in the aea. 'l'ho lleckH wero 
full to thA tcl\kwood rui1, o.ncl tho llwn \Vcro 
Hasping Ilnd choking· 11.8 they struRgled to 
keep their feot, FOI' 0. moment the swift 
po.ce slnckened, o.nd she rollce! very 
sluggishly; then she shook herself out of 
tlie smother, Ilnd with bows !tntl storn 
6treo.ming brine alike, drove on to meet the 
noxt, 

"'fhree fathom, an' brea.ldn' smoother," 
ea.me aft the cheery hllil; and preKently, 
battered, nnd swept of all tha.t wo.s movable, 
the little vessel rolled out of the plled-up 
surf. Then the skipper slaneed behind him, 
ane!, shaking the water troIn his ho.ir, ohuokled 
8S he said, "Tho Russians hnrdly expeotod 
we would cross the Avatchka. real. By the 
time.she goes round outside H w8'll be far 
o.wo.y in the hlLze, and I should say a. 
.stea.mboat's oo=o.nder would look for us 
deo.d down wind. So we'l\ alose haul her 
round the lee 01 the island, then strotch out 
on (l, bowline, !Lnd every knot the gunboo.t 
steAms will be another knot aWIlY." 

Fletcher Wl'8 probably right in hts sur­
m ises, for when morning broke tho Pilil, 
Eagle was <llono on 0. wide grey sco., with the 
mist rolling along tho northern horizon; o.nd 
her crew were very thallkful as thoy turned 
her heo.d towards tho south. 
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